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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 CARACA 07853 231508Z 
ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SIG-03 /018W 

085585 240043Z/73 

R 231134Z AUG 78 
FM AMEMBASSY CARACAS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3502 

UNCLAS CARACAS 7853 

FOR ARA/AND 


E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: AAUD VE CO 

SUBJECT: INSPECTOR'S RECOMMENDATION 6.1C-6 


REF: STATE 203346 


1 . 6.1C-6 "EMBASSY CARACAS SHOULD PURSUE DELINQUENT 
TRAVEL ADVANCES MORE AGRESSIVELY". 


2. RESPONSE 


CARACAS- THE AVERAGE TRAVEL ADVANCE ISSUED AT POST IS 
SETTLED WITHIN SIX WEEKS. FOR EXAMPLE, THERE ARE NO SUCH 
ADVANCES PENDING SETTLEMENT THAT WERE DISBURSED PRIOR TO 
JUNE 7, 1978. ADMITTEDLY, TRAVEL ADVANCES ISSUED AT 
OTHER POSTS OR IN WASHINGTON DO REQUIRE A LONGER PERIOD OF 
TIME TO LIQUIDATE. HOWEVER, EMBASSY HAS BEEN NO LESS DILI- 
GENT IN ITS FOLLOW-UP EFFORTS. THERE ARE ONLY TWO PENDING 
TRAVEL ADVANCES ISSUED TO EMPLOYEES CURRENTLY AT POST 
THAT ARE IN THE THREE MONTH AND OVER CATEGORY. INBOTH 
CASES, THE EMPLOYEES HAVE STATED THAT THEY WERE NOT AWARE 
OF THE OUTSTANDING ADVANCES. WE HAVE REQUESTED ADDITIONAL 
DETAILS ON THESE ADVANCES FROM THE DEPARTMENT 
BUT THAT DATA HAS NOT YET BEEN FORTHCOMING. IN ANY 
EVENT, EMBASSY INTENDS TO INTENSIFY ITS FOLLOW-UP 
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EFFORTS ON OUTSTANDING ADVANCES ISSUED BOTH LOCALLY 
AND ELSEWHERE. 
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